
Instructions to Authors – Biophysical Letters 
 
The Biophysical Letters section of the Journal is for the rapid publication of 
unusually important and unusually timely short articles in diverse areas of 
biophysics. Some of the descriptions that will be applied to Biophysical Letters 
are: studies of substantial importance for the biophysical community, articles 
likely to move the field forward in a major way, papers that present breakthrough 
initial observations, not archival, perhaps even controversial. Letters, which must 
be submitted in a formatted template, are sent to an Associate Editor of the 
Journal who will rapidly review it. Upon success at this stage, the Letter will be 
sent out for further review.  It is expected that a decision will be reached within a 
month.  Manuscripts requiring major revision will not be accepted; only the most 
minor of revisions will be permitted. Letters will be published online immediately 
upon acceptance and subsequently appear in the print version of BJ. 
 
Biophysical Letters submissions must be submitted as follows: 

 
• Download Word template by visiting 

http://submit.biophysj.org/journals/biophysj/forms/Letters_template.dot  
• Cut and paste your Letters manuscript into the template, taking care to 

paste each section of your paper into the appropriate section on the 
template. Important: Your Biophysical Letters manuscript must be 
submitted as formatted by the template. Not doing so will delay the review 
of your paper as the article can not be reviewed unless submitted in the 
proper format. 

• The entire manuscript must be no more than 3 formatted pages long, 
including figures. 

• References must be numbered in the order of appearance; insert 
references numbers within parentheses, e.g. (1), within the text (NOTE: 
this is a different convention than used for regular BJ articles).  Use the 
standard BJ format for the numbered citation list placed near the end of 
the text. 

• Figures and captions should appear within the text, as soon after citation 
as possible. 

• Your Letters submission may include supplemental material for publication 
online. However, this material is strictly restricted to 
experimental/computational details and other factual material.  More 
discussion and conclusions are not permitted and will be grounds for 
rejection.  

• Your Letters submission may include footnotes. These are to be combined 
with the reference list. 

• Author must choose an Associate Editor/Area when submitting, or paper 
will be returned to author. 

http://submit.biophysj.org/journals/biophysj/forms/Letters_template.dot



